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deal with the law’s overreach and the 
law’s burdens. 

Additionally, former President Clin-
ton has highlighted another 500,000 
Americans who will become uninsured 
due to the President’s health care law: 
children. He’s referring to it as the 
‘‘family glitch,’’ where the law’s com-
plicated formula removes children 
from their parents’ health insurance, 
leaving them without coverage. Fur-
thermore, nearly one-third of those 
children will not qualify for Medicaid 
or for CHIP. Glitch? This is a catas-
trophe. Both the intended and the un-
intended consequences of the law are 
far-reaching and will not be fully un-
derstood until this week as Americans 
begin to live under this new system. As 
was said during the health care debate 
by the law’s supporters, ‘‘We have to 
pass the law to find out what’s in it.’’ 
That is the prevailing attitude by peo-
ple in the Beltway who have continued 
to put themselves between patients and 
doctors, workers and workplaces, stu-
dents and teachers, and families and 
their faith time and time again. 

One of the keys to our Nation’s suc-
cess is the manner we have adopted to 
solve problems. It is hardwired into our 
culture of freedom. Americans believe 
we can solve our own problems and are 
more apt to work together when we 
know the solutions lie in our hands, 
not in somebody else’s. This is what 
makes America exceptional. 

While many of us agree that there is 
some good in the law, there is no tell-
ing what else we’re about to find out 
about the health care law and its im-
pact on families, workplaces, and the 
economy. That’s the problem, Mr. 
Speaker, in a nutshell. As Congress 
struggles to deal with the costs, and 
presumably, the unintended con-
sequences of the health care law, 
Americans need answers and they need 
answers now. At a minimum, glaring 
deficiencies like these are reasons for 
pause. All policymakers, including the 
President, should take a step back and 
delay the law’s implementation for at 
least a year to ensure that Americans 
are being helped and not hurt. 

f 

OBAMACARE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I believe that Obama does, in 
fact, care, and that care is evidenced 
by the fact that we passed the most 
major piece of health legislation that 
we have done since the mid-1960s, since 
Medicare and Medicaid. 

So it’s amazing to me that I continue 
to hear colleagues in both the House 
and the Senate who are attempting to 
deny the existence of this legislation, 
legislation that was passed by both 
Houses of Congress, signed into law by 
the President of the United States of 
America, upheld by the Supreme Court, 
which says that it is indeed constitu-
tional, and still there are colleagues 

trying to deny the existence of this 
law. That is amazing. 
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As a matter of fact, it’s real. It’s 
passed. It’s been affirmed. And it’s 
going to stay. 

My county government, Cook County 
government, has already, with a waiv-
er, signed up more than 100,000 people, 
just waiting to get enrolled into its 
county care program—100,000 people, 
none of whom will have to worry about 
preexisting conditions; 100,000 people in 
Cook County, none of whose children 
under 26 will have to worry about hav-
ing health insurance coverage because 
they can have it on their parents’ poli-
cies; 100,000 people, none of whom will 
have to worry about running out of 
benefits; 100,000 people in Cook County, 
one county, who will have their own 
primary care physician, who will be 
able to see a doctor and go to the clinic 
on a regular basis. 

But that’s nothing compared to the 
more than 30 million people in this 
country who, for the first time in their 
lives, will have health insurance cov-
erage. I hear all of the discussions 
about the negative impact. Well, you 
ask a person in need of health care who 
has never been able to get it how much 
of a ‘‘negative impact’’ it’s going to 
have on them. 

I agree that the Senate has passed a 
continuing resolution which does not 
fund the government for the extended 
period of time that we’d like to see and 
need to see. But I can tell you, I would 
rather have that than to have people 
worrying and wondering whether 
they’re going to be able to see a doctor 
when they need to see one or go to the 
hospital or take their child to a regular 
doctor rather than having to go to the 
emergency room. 

So I would urge my colleagues, let’s 
be in agreement with the Senate. And 
let’s move right now, today—and if not 
today, tomorrow—to pass a continuing 
resolution that keeps our government 
funded. 

f 

DEFICIT DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. SMITH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
Deficit Day is the symbolic day each 
calendar year when the Federal Gov-
ernment runs out of money and begins 
adding to the already enormous debt. 
Despite the $2.7 trillion the govern-
ment is estimated to collect this year 
from taxes, tariffs, fees, and other 
sources on a calendar-year basis, the 
money ran out this past Wednesday, 
September 25. 

As the debt limit approaches in mid- 
October, the Federal Government con-
tinues to spend money it does not have 
on things that Americans do not want. 
Washington is projected to spend over 
$10 billion per day; and from this point 
until December 31, every dollar that it 
spends from this point on adds to our 

enormous national debt, which is al-
ready nearly $17 trillion. In the last 4 
years, Congress has raised the debt 
limit seven times; and, today, the debt 
for every man, woman, and child aver-
ages over $53,000 per person. 

Mr. Speaker, families and small busi-
nesses from across the United States 
are forced to live within their means. 
The Federal Government should be 
held to the same standard. If my 
friends back in my home State of Mis-
souri can successfully balance their 
budgets each year, we should be capa-
ble of doing the right thing here in 
Washington, D.C. That is why I intro-
duced an amendment to the Constitu-
tion to require the government to 
produce a balanced budget each and 
every year. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with all my House and Senate col-
leagues to pass a budget, to balance a 
budget, and to reduce our national 
debt. 

[From the Wall Street Journal, Sept. 24, 
2013] 

HAPPY DEFICIT DAY, UNCLE SAM 
(By James R. Harrigan and Antony Davies) 
‘‘Deficit Day’’ is here again, marking the 

day the U.S. government runs out of money 
and begins adding to the nation’s already- 
enormous debt. Despite the $2.7 trillion the 
federal government collects every year from 
Americans in the form of income, payroll, 
corporate, estate and excise taxes, as well as 
tariffs, fees and other sources, on a calendar 
year basis the money runs out Sept. 25, at 
around 3 p.m. 

Washington is spending at the rate of over 
$10 billion per day and from this point until 
Dec. 31 every dollar it spends will add to the 
nation’s debt—which is already nearly $17 
trillion. (This is a separate calculation from 
the overall federal debt limit, which will be 
reached in the next few weeks.) 

The closer the government comes to bal-
ancing the budget, the further it pushes Def-
icit Day toward the end of the year. So it’s 
good news that the federal government runs 
out of money 16 days later this year than 
last. But the underlying reality is much less 
rosy: Despite the repeal of the payroll-tax 
cut—a move that cost the average American 
family $1,000 this year—there are still 97 
days left in the year for which the federal 
government has no income. 

Income, or no income, the government cer-
tainly won’t stop spending. 

This is not fiscal responsibility. Through 
the payroll tax, the government has simply 
raised tax revenues at the expense of people 
who are already overtaxed. Had the govern-
ment simply held spending constant from 
last year, Deficit Day would have been shift-
ed 30 days into the future, not 16. But a poli-
tician with more money in his hand is a poli-
tician who will soon be on a spending spree. 

In the 54 years since 1960, the federal gov-
ernment has managed to achieve a unified 
budget surplus only six times. And what, you 
may ask, is a ‘‘unified budget?’’ It’s when the 
government treats the $33 billion that it will 
borrow from Social Security this year the 
same way it treats tax revenue, instead of 
the debt it is. Imagine borrowing from your 
IRA while you are still working and calling 
the borrowed money income. The govern-
ment managed to get by without such a 
fudge only six times in half a century. 

This year’s Deficit Day of Sept. 25 is the 
fifth earliest we have had since 1960, which 
puts current spending in grim perspective. 
Since 2009, though, Deficit Day has actually 
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